
Deep in the picturesque Oxford-
shire countryside, nestled in the 
Cherwell Valley, lies the rural vil-

lage of Tackley, with drystone walled streets. 
Where quaint stone houses, wreathed in 
wisteria line the village green with some 
cottages still rented out by the local squire. 

One hundred and seventy five years ago, 
the church vestry committee of Tackley, un-
knowlingly sent 42 of its poorest residents 
to their death on King Island, on board the 
shipwrecked ‘Cataraqui’. 

Those 42 people, in 1845 represented 
around 10% of Tackley’s population. 

These figures and the reasons why the 
villagers were ‘packed off ’ to Australia, were 
discussed over coffee, with Tackley residents 
Neil and Rachel Wilson and King Island his-
torian and Historical Society president, Luke 
Agati. 

Neil and Rachel explained how the vil-
lagers of Tackley knew nothing about their 
history until the 1970’s when a King Islander 
visited Tackley and contacted the village his-
torical society. 

Since then Tackley has made amends, 
with a memorial plaque for its people who 
died on the ‘Cataraqui’ installed in the village 
church. 

St Nicholas church stands high on a hill 
overlooking the village of Tackley. The village 
lies on the route of a Roman road, and the 
hillside site has been used for worship since 
the Saxon period. 

Ironically St Nicholas is the patron saint 
of seafarers. 

Today, an ornate carved door to the 
sacramental wine alcove, is dedicated to the 
42 Tackley villagers who died on the shores 
of King Island in the Cataraqui shipwreck. 

Carved from a solid piece of oak the one 

metre high door depicts the ship stranded 
and breaking up, with people clinging to 
wreckage and children drowning beneath 
the swirling waves. 

This recognition is a fitting commemora-
tion of Tackley’s dead, but who they were 
and how they came to be aboard the emi-
gration ship bound for the other side of the 
world, was revealed by Neil and Rachel Wil-
son. 

Members of the Tackley historical society 
the Wilsons are researching to give a talk 

about the ‘Cataraqui’, their exploration of 
King Island, the wreck site and many hours 
spent at the King Island Museum, with Luke 
Agati has added immeasurably to their re-
search. 

Over coffee they explained the vestry 
committee records from 1840’s revealed 
the committee’s members were called 
upon to pay for the poorest villagers, a blan-
ket here, a dress there, the poor were cost-
ing the church management money, so 
when the call for emigrants to the colonies 
in Australia arose, they seized the opportu-
nity and ‘encouraged’ the poor to go and 
paid for their passage. Problem solved. 

It’s impossible to know how the Tackley 
men, women and children felt, but the 
Wilsons presumed they had never left their 
village and the cart journey to the port of 

Liverpool must have been the furthest they 
had ever ventured in thier lives. 

Five months onboard the Cataraqui was 
spent mostly below decks in cramped and 
squalid conditions. 

Just days from their Port Phillip destina-
tion, after weeks of screaming gales, the 
Cataraqui collided with the jagged black 
rocks of King Island’s  central western 
shores and sunk, with the loss of 399 lives. 

Back in Tackley, the news was received 
some six months later and perhaps, feeling 
guilty, the vestry committee made no men-
tion of their deaths, it remained a secret 
until that King Islander’s 1970 visit to the vil-
lage. 

Neil and Rachel Wilson have returned to 
Tackley, inspired by King Island and with a 
poster of this years’ 175th Cataraqui com-
memoration which they have placed on dis-
play in St Nicholas church. 
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Cataraqui’s Tackley drowned and where they lived

Tackley’s Cataraqui passengers 
 
James         Cook        (27) 
Anne          Cook        (23) 
Mary          Cook       (5) 
Jane            Cook       (2) 
John           Cook       (14 months) 
 
William       Cook       (39) 
Anne          Cook       (36) 
M Anne      Cook       (15) 
Sarah          Cook       (11) 
Francis        Cook       (6) 
Richard       Cook       (5) 
John           Cook       (3) 
Williams     Cook       (3 months) 
 
Stephen      Floyd       (26) labourer 
Hanna        Floyd       (25) 
Anne          Floyd       (2) 
William       Floyd       (2 months) 
 
Robert       Hoare      (26) labourer 
Emma         Hoare      (23) 
Thomas      Hoare      (2) 
Millicent      Hoare      (9 months) 
 
Anthony     Merry      (37) labourer 
Edith          Merry      (36) 
Martha       Merry      (16) 
Joseph        Merry      (14) 
John           Merry      (13) 
William       Merry      (10) 
James         Merry      (9) 
Emma         Merry      (7) 
Rhoda        Merry      (5) 
Mathew      Merry      (3) 
Susan         Merry      (11 months) 
 
John           Ryman     (29) labourer 
Hannah       Ryman     (26) 
James         Harwood (8) 
Joseph        Ryman     (5) 
M Jane        Ryman     (1) 
John           Savings     (33) labourer 
Sarah          Savings     (35) 
Elizabeth     Savings     (5) 
Frederick    Savings     (5) 
Phillip         Savings     (9 months) 

Above: Neil and Rachel Wilson of Tackley at the King Island Museum 
Right: The oak relief installed a few years ago in Tackley church commemorating those from 

Tackley who lost their lives on KI from the shipwreck.


